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HE above cut represents the location of Bridge
water only imperfectly.
The scale is too small
to give anything except the most general features of
the scene. The top of Round Hill is folly two miles
from the point at which the picture was taken.
It will be seen, however, that the landscape is beau
tifully diversified. The level land in the foreground
is a sample of the fine farming section surrounding the
town, while the hills in the rear represent one of the
most characteristic features of the Shenandoah Valley.
Bridgewater lies in the level land east and north of
the Shenandoah River. The river flows south to the
foot of Round Hill, where it makes a sharp turn to the
east. It is seen at the extreme left of the picture
where the maiu street of the town crosses it by a large
Wooden bridge. This bridge is plainly seen in the
cut, and is said to be the longest single-span wooden
bridge in the world.

Only one of the College buildings is plainly seen,
near the centre of the picture. The smoke-stack of
the heating plant looms up near it. Prof. Cline's
pretty home stands out conspicuously in the foreground.
The College campus comprises ten acres and occu
pies an eminence which can be distinguished even in
this cut. It is an ideal location for a school, elevated
and therefore dry, with the best ot sanitary facilities,
at the edge of a thriving town, surrounded by a fine
agricultural section, and in the midst of charming
scenery.
For beauty of location and healthfulness, Bridge
water College is scarcely surpassed anywhere. And
because of the intimate relationship between environ
ment and ideals this matter of location and surround
ings is an important consideration in educational
work. Nature and art seem to unite their efforts at
Bridgewater to make life noble and happy.
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COLLEGE LIFE.
Agriculture in the Public Schools.

The matter of teaching Agriculture in the public
schools is receiving a great deal of attention in our
State at present. This is certainly a wise move, as it
will not only result in increasing the economic impor
tance of our State, but it will also have much to do
with the character of her citizens in the future. It
will certainly result in enlarging the importance and
influence of the farmer, not only as a wealth produc
ing factor, but also as a social and political factor in
our Commonwealth. There is no business, outside
the "Strictly professional lines, where scientific and
technical training will count for so much as on the
farm. Every act of the farmer in the pursuance of
his every-day duties on the farm brings him in con
tact with some important scientific problem. He
therefore has the opportunity of exercising scholar
ship as scarcely any other business man has.
In the past the farmn does not seem to have been
treated fairly in our educational system. His sons
have been given an opportunity to learn almost every
thing else except farming. Our educational system
has tended to educate the boys away from the mrm
and not to make better farmers of them. Also the
tax of vital force that our civilization demands has
been levied more heavily upon the farmer than on any
one else. He has been called upon more than any one
else to furnish the country her presidents and states
men, her preachers and scholars, her warriors and
poets, her orators and diplomats. Her sons have
built the great railroads and have become the lights
that have so splendidly illustrated our civilization and
made the name of our country glorious. The great
wonder is that he has acquiesced under this condition
thus long, for he has given everything and asked
nothing in return. There seems to be a new day
dawning. In the public schools the future farmer
will have equal opportunity to prepare for his life's
work with the future doctor and lawyer.
It is not to be supposed that very much of practical
agriculture can ever be taught in the public schools.
This will not be so necessary, since the farmer boy
can get plenty of the practical side at home. But
the elements of the three sciences upon which the art
of agriculture is based can with abundant success be
taught in the public schools. These sciences are
Chemistry, Geology and Biology. After one has a
good knowledge of these sciences the farm would be
the most delightful place to be, since there he has the
greatest opportunity for observation along these lines.
But it is not only for the pleasure of the farmer that
he should be versed along these lines, for it is also
that he may enlarge the producing capacity of his
farm. The farmer must know how to cooperate with
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nature in the growth and development of the plant or
animal. What the farmer wants is nature study in
our public schools-a thing that will not only culture
and develop the minds of his children but also in
crease their daily earning capacity in future life and
make life less a burden. An opportunity is given by
our school authorities to introduce agriculture into our
public schools and every teacher who expects to teach
in a rural school should not be content till he has some.
preparation along this line, that he may further fulfil
the purpose of his mission.
O<:::>O

A Significant Fact.
Two years ago among the hundreds of teachers that
attended the Summer School of Methods at Char
lottesville were a number from this county. At the
close of the school the State examination· was held.
Among those who took it were a number from Rock
ingham. All this was natural enough. But the
significant thing is, that when the results of the exam
ination became known, it was found that of all those
who had taken it, the three that averaged th� highest
grade were three ladies from Rockingham county, an
that all three of them were graduates ef Bridgewater
College. They are all three teaching today in three.
of the graded schools in the county. They are Misses.
Ella Henton, Atha Spitzer, and Agnes McLeod.
Facts like these are the best possible evidence of
.the kind of work done by this institution. Young
man, young lady, while you are getting au education,
why not get the best? Take training of the quality
that will put you in the front rank of your profession.
It pays to have a diploma or the seal of approval of
an institution whose work has stood the test.
O<::::>O

Going to California.
Many people from the Valley will be going to Cali
fornia the coming spring to attend the Annual Con
ference. This will give them a rare opportunity to.
see much of thi&·great land. The trip will certainly
be of great value to all who go. About the 18th of
this month Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Smucker, of College
street, will start on the long journey across the conti
nent to the other coast, where they will remain till in
the summer. Later in the season others from this
vicinity will follow. It is to be hoped that our friends
will not forget the needs of our College Museum in
their travels, as they will have opportunities to secure
many minerals and other things of scientific value
while they journey. It is well remembered that a few
years ago when many of our people went to Carthage,
Mo., a number of them brought back specimens of
great scientific value that would have cost the College
a great deal if purchased on the market. It will be
much appreciated if our friends will be equally
thoughtful this time.

The Coming Teachers' Normal.
The Teachers' Normal for this spring will begin
on Wednesday, March 27. It will run ten weeks, as
usual, and close with the session.
This work has been conducted during the last ten
weeks of our spring term for a number of years, and
is so well known that it does not call for extended
notice here. In real helpfulness it is not to be com
pared with the short term normals of four or five
weeks, where the reviewing has to be done so rapidly
that it is almost a physical impossibility even to read
over all the text. In ten weeks, however, experience
has taught us that the subjects can be covered with
sufficient fulness to prepare well for examination.
A special feature of our Normal and one that should
not be overlooked is this: the teachers and those pre
paring to teach who take the normal work, are organ
ized into separate classes and are given exactly the
work they come for and want. Simply to put them
into the regular classes in school, which may be half or
two-thirds through the books, as is done at some
Teachers
places, is to take advantage of them.
want to review the whole subjects on which they
expect to take ,examination, and it has been the set
policy of our Normals ever since they were instituted
at the College to give the teachers separate classes and
review the entire subjects. This means a great deal
to persons who are preparing for examination, and the
uniform success of those who have been with us and
have enjoyed this unusual opportunity is its best
recommendation.
Our teaching force is known to be one of the ablest
in the State. The normal work will be widely dis
tributed among them, and other assistance as much as
is needed will be secured. This gives teachers who
attend an opportunity of coming in contact with a
number of scholarly men whose abilities are well
known, and whose methods in the class room will be
a constant inspiration and example to those who
attend. The personal contact with men and women
who are authorities on the subjects they teach is one
of the best features of work of this kind.
A series of lectures and entertainments is arranged
for the spring term, which those who attend the
Normal will receive the benefit of. Besides the
College is pervaded by an atmosphere of culture and
scholarship that enlarges the ideals of young people
and puts them in the way to realize the largest and
best things of life. It is part of a liberal education
for anyone to spend ten weeks in daily contact with
two hundred such young men and women as constitute
:>ur regular student body. Those who come for the
Normal enjoy all the privileges of the regular students.
From the number of inquiries already received there
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is scarcely a doubt that the Normal will be much
larger this spring than ever before. We are prepar
ing for a large crowd and a good time, with lots of
hard work. If yon are interested, tell us so on a
postal card and we will have other interesting things
to tell you.

o,:=,o

The Bible Institute.
The Bible Institute held at the College in January
was decidedly the largest and best we have yet held.
It opened on Monday, January 14th, with about two
hundred persons present, and continued two weeks,
with increasing interest.
Some of the lines of work presented were Homi
letics, and a Sunday School Training class, by Prof. T.
S. Moherman, of Ashland, Ohio. The Beginnings of
True Religion was given by Prof. J. H. Cline, and
Religious Problems of Every-day Experience by Prof.
W. I. T. Hoover, both of the College faculty. There
was also a class in Hymn Music conducted by Prof.
C. W. Roller, and a course of ten lectures on Missions by
Elder Galen B. Royer, secretary of the General Mission
Board, Elgin, Ill. Besides these were a number of
special lectures by such distinguished speakers as
Elder H. C. Early, of the Mission Board of the
Brethren church; Elders D. C. Flory and H. G.
Miller, of the trnstees of Bridgewater College; Elder
E. D. Kendig, and Elder J. M. Kagey, of the Mission
Board of the Second District of Virginia, and Prof. J.
M. Coffman and Geo. W. Flory, of the College.
Mr. C. C. McNeill, of Richmond, the College
Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. for Virginia, was present
one day to study the Institute and its work. Bridge
water College is the only educational institution in
the State, he informs us, that maintains a regular
Bible Institute, and he was interested to study the
methods pursued here and hopes to intruduce the
work into other schools. He expressed himself as
being greatly pleased with what he saw. He made an
address to the students and others in the afternoon,
and his visit to the College was mutually pleasant
and helpful.
These Institutes have been conducted in the College
for nearly twenty years and have come to be a distinct
feature of our work. This year some fifty church
officials were in attendance, most of whom were mm
isters, and among these a number of bishops or elders.
There were about seventy-five Sunday-schools uperin
tendents and teachers, and several hundred other per
sons. Besides these nearly all the students, almost
two hundred, attended some sessions ot the Institute.
The average attendance was about three hundred, but
some sessions were attended by at least six hundred
persons.
There were many expressions of appreciation for
the excellent quality and variety of the work pre
sented, and many went home to their various lines of
duty with renewed interest and zeal for their work
there.

IJ

2

COLLEGE LIFE.
Agriculture in the Public Schools.

The matter of teaching Agriculture in the public
schools is receiving a great deal of attention in our
State at present. This is certainly a wise move, as it
will not only result in increasing the economic impor
tance of our State, but it will also have much to do
with the character of her citizens in the future. It
will certainly result in enlarging the importance and
influence of the farmer, not only as a wealth produc
ing factor, but also as a social and political factor in
our Commonwealth. There is no business, outside
the "Strictly professional lines, where scientific and
technical training will count for so much as on the
farm.
Every act of the farmer in the pursuance of
his every-day duties on the farm brings him in con
tact with some important scientific problem. He
therefore has the opportunity of exercising scholar
ship as scarcely any other business man has.
In the past the farmn does not seem to have been
treated fairly in our educational system. His sons
have been given an opportunity to learn almost every
thing else except farming. Our educational system
has tended to educate the boys away from the xarm
and not to make better farmers of them. Also the
tax of vital force that our civilization demands has
been levied more heavily upon the farmer than on any
one else. He bas been called upon more than any one
else to furnish the country her presidents and states
men, her preachers and scholars, her warriors and
poets, her orators and diplomats. Her sons have
built the great railroads and have become the lights
that have so splendidly illustrated our civilization and
made the name of our country glorious. The great
wonder is that he has acquiesced under this condition
thus long, for he has given everything and asked
nothing in return. There seems to be a new day
dawning. In the public schools the future farmer
will have equal opportunity to prepare for his life's
work with the future doctor and lawyer.
It is not to be supposed that very much of practical
agriculture can ever be taught in the public schools.
This will not be so necessary, since the farmer boy
can get plenty of the practical side at home. But
the elements of the three sciences upon which the art
of agriculture is based can with abundant success be
taught in the public schools. These sciences are
Chemistry, Geology and Biology. After one bas a
good knowledge of these sciences the farm would be
the most delightful place to be, since there be bas the
greatest opportunity for observation along these lines.
But it is not only for the pleasure of the farmer that
be should be versed along these lines, for it is also
that be may enlarge the p roducing capacity of bis
farm. The farmer must know bow to cooperate with

COLLEGE LIFE.

nature in the growth and development of the plant or
animal. What the farmer wants is nature study in
our public schools-a thing that will not only culture ·
and develop the minds of his children but also in
crease their daily earning capacity in future life and.
make life less a burden. An opportunity is given by
our school authorities to introduce agriculture into our.
public schools and every teacher who expects to teach
in a rural school should not be content till be has some.
preparation along this line, that be may further fulfil
the purpose of bis mission.
O<=:>o

A Significant Fact.
Two years ago among the hundreds of teachers that
attended the Summer School of Methods at Char
lottesville were a number from this county. At the
close of the school the State examination· was held.
Among those who took it were a number from Rock
But the
ingham. All this was natural enough.
significant thing is, that when the results of the exam-·
ination became known, it was found that of all those
who bad taken it, the three that averaged th� highest
grade were three ladies from Rockingham county, an
that all three of them were graduates of Bridgewater
College. They are all three teaching today in three
of the graded schools in the county. They are Misses
Ella Henton, Atha Spitzer, and Agnes McLeod.
Facts like these are the best possible evidence of
.the kind of work done by this institution. Young
man, young lady, while you are getting au education,
why not get the best? Take training of the quality
that will put you in the front rank of your profession.
It pays to have a diploma or the seal of approval ot
an institution whose work has stood the test.
0,:::::::,0

Going to California.

Many people from the Valley will be going to Cali
fornia the coming spring to attend the Annual Con
ference. This will give them a rare opportunity to
see much of thi&·great land. The trip will certainly
be of great value to all who go. About the 18th of
this month Mr. and Mrs. S. C. Smucker, of College
street, will start on the long journey across the conti
nent to the other coast, where they will remain till in
the summer. Later in the season others from this
vicinity will follow. It is to be hoped that our friends
will not forget the needs of our College Museum in
their travels, as they will have opportunities to secure,
many minerals and other things of scientific value
while they journey. It is well remembered that a few
years ago when many of our people went to Carthage,.
Mo., a number of them brought back specimens of
great scientific value that would have cost the College
a great deal if purchased on the market. It will be
much appreciated if our friends will be equally
thoughtful this time.

The Coming Teachers' Normal.
The Teachers' Normal for this spring will begin
on Wednesday, March 27. It will run ten weeks, as
usu al, and close with the session.
This work has been conducted during the last ten
weeks of our spring term for a number of years, and
is so well known that it does not call for extended
notice here. In real helpfulness it is not to be com
pared with the short term normals of four or five
weeks, where the reviewing has to be done so rapidly
that it is almost a physical impossibility even to read
over all the text. In ten weeks, however, experience
has taught us that the subjects can be covered with
sufficient fulness to prepare well for examination.
A special feature of our Normal and one that should
not be overlooked is this: the teachers and those pre
paring to teach who take the normal work, are organ
ized into separate classes and are given exactly the
work they come for and want. Simply to put them
into the regular classes in school, which may be half or
two-thirds through the books, as is done at some
Teachers
places, is to take advantage of them.
want to review the whole subjects on which they
expect to take .examination, and it has been the set
policy of our Normals ever since they were instituted
at the College to give the teachers separate classes and
review the entire subjects. This means a great deal
to persons who are preparing for examination, and the
uniform success of those who have been with us and
have enjoyed this unusual opportunity is its best
recommendation.
Our teaching force is known to be one of the ablest
in the State. The normal work will be widely dis
tributed among them, and other assistance as much as
is needed will be secured. This gives teachers who
attend an opportunity of coming in contact with a
number of scholarly men whose abilities are well
known, and whose methods in the class room will be
a constant inspiration and example to those who
attend. The personal contact with men and women
who are authorities on the subjects they teach is one
of the best features of work of this kind.
A series of lectures and entertainments is arranged
for the spring term, which those who attend the
Normal will receive the benefit of.
Besides the
College is pervaded by an atmosphere of culture and
scholarship that enlarges the ideals of young people
and puts them in the way to realize the largest and
best things of life. It is part of a liberal education
for anyone to spend ten weeks in daily contact with
two hundred such young men and women as constitute
our regular student body. Those who come for the
Normal enjoy all the privileges of the regular students.
From the number of inquiries already received there

3

is scarcely a doubt that the Normal will be much
larger this spring than ever before. We are prepar
ing for a large crowd and a good time, with lots of
hard work. If you are interested, tell us so on a
postal card and we will have other interesting things
to tell you.
O<::>O

The Bible Institute.
The Bible Institute held at the College in January
was decidedly the largest and best we have yet held.
It opened on Monday, January 14th, with about two
hundred persons present, and continued two weeks,
with increasing interest.
Some of the lines of work presented were Homi
letics, and a Sunday School Training class, by Prof. T.
S. Moherman, of Ashland, Ohio. The Beginnings of
True Religion was given by Prof. J. H. Cline, and
Religious Problems of Every-day Experience by Prof.
W. I. T. Hoover, both of the College faculty. There
was also a class in Hymn Music conducted by Prof.
C. W. Roller, and a course of ten lectures on Missions by
Elder Galen B. Royer, secretary of the General Mission
Board, Elgin, Ill. Besides these were a number of
special lectures by such distinguished speakers as
Elder H. C. Early, of the Mission Board of the
Brethren church; Elders D. C. Flory and H. G.
Miller, of the tmstees of Bridgewater College; Elder
E. D. Kendig, and Elder J. M. Kagey, of the Mission
Board of the Second District of Virginia, and Prof. J.
M. Coffman and Geo. W. Flory, of the College.
Mr. C. C. McNeill, of Richmond, the College
Secretary of the Y. M. C. A. for Virginia, was present
one day to study the Institute and its work. Bridge
water College is the only educational institution in
the State, he informs us, that maintains a regular
Bible Institute, and he was interested to study the
methods pursued here and hopes to intruduce the
work into other schools.
He expressed himself as
being greatly pleased with what he saw. He made an
address to the students and others in the afternoon,
and his visit to the College was mutually pleasant
and helpful.
These Institutes have been conducted in the College
for nearly twenty years and have come to be a distinct
feature of our work.
This year some fifty church
officials were in attendance, most of whom were m111isters, and among these a number of bishops or elders.
There were about seventy-five Sunday-sch.ools uperin
tendents and teachers, and several hundred other per
sons. Besides these nearly all the students, almost
two hundred, attended some sessions ot the Institute.
The average attendance was about three hundred, but
some sessions were attended by at least six hundred
persons.
There were many expressions of appreciation for
the excellent quality and variety of the work pre
sented, and many went home to their various lines of
duty with renewed interest and zeal for their work
the1e.

I

I.
,I

I,

!1

COLLEGE LIFE.

COLLEGE LIFE.

4

COLLEGE LIFE.
Published quarterly, jor the uplift oj College Life in
Literature, ll/fusic, etc., by Bridgewater College.
EDITORS:

JOHN s. FLORY, CHAIRMAN
JUSTUS H. CLINE
JOHN C. MYERS, BusINESS MANAGER
SUBSCRIPTION, 20 _ CENTS PER ANNUM.
Entered at the Post Office at Bridgewater, as Second Class Matter.

The spring term begins Thursday, March 7th.
The Teachers' Normal, which runs the last ten
weeks of the spring term, will begin on Wednesday,
March 27th.
If you are interested in the Normal, write for
special circular. We have an exceedingly attractive
offer to make you.
Mr. P. 0. Cline, a former student of the College,
but now in business in Waynesboro, Va., paid a short
visit to Bridgewater recently.
Mrs. J. F. Harper, who has been visiting her brother
Prof. Justus H. Cline, for several weeks, returned to
her home in Waynesboro, Va., on February 2nd.
Prof. Jno. C. Myers and Mr. Geo. W. Flory will
go to the University of Virginia on the 8th to attend
the convention of the College Y. M. C. A. that con
venes there.
Among the visitors at the College during the Bible
Institute were Mr. and Mrs Jeremiah Wakeman, of
Fisher's Hill, Va. Unfortunately, Mrs. Wakeman
took sick immediately on arriving and was not able
to leave her bed for more than a week. We are sorry
her vi.sit was thus spoiled, bnt trust she will come
again when her stay will be more pleasant.
Because of the growth of the school this session
another teacher has been needed for the Academic
Department. To supply this need Miss Rebecca
C. Skeggs, of Roanoke, Va., has been added to the
teaching force as assistant in English. She is a gradu
ate of the National Business College and has had
considerable experience in teaching. Her work is
meeting with excellent satisfaction.
Eld. S. N. McCann, so well known to many
friends of the College, and who has been a mission
ary in India for nine years, has left_ India with his
family and is now on his way to America. He comes
by way of China and Japan, which countries he will
visit en route. He will land in San Francisco some
time in the spring.

President Yount Abroad.

The Teaching of Geography.

Prof. W. B. Yount is now upon his foreign travels.
He left Bridgewater on Wednesday morning, January
9th, and sailed from New York the following day at
2 o'clock p. m.
After being out ten days he sent a
telegram to the College stating that he was well and
getting on nicely. This was sent on Sunday morning,
the 20th, when he was just off Gibaltar, and it reached
the College the same evening. He was then within
two days' sail of Naples, his first stopping place. He
stood the ocean voyage without sea-sickness or incon
venience of any kind, and found plenty of congenial
company on board.
After a stay of about a week in Italy he took ship
ing for Egypt. He landed at Alexandria, and, after
visiting the pyramids, proceeded as far south as Cairo.
By the time COLLEGE LIFE reaches its readers he will
in all probability be in the neighborhood of that
ancient city. After about three weeks in Egypt he
will go to Palestine. He expects to reach Jerusalem
the last week in February. Here the real purpose of
his travels will begin.
Early in the fall he was elected a member of the
American School in Palestine, and t� pursue some
original work in this institution is the main purpose
of his being abroad. The work of this school is
entirely original and consists of explorations, excava
tions, copying of inscriptions, investigation of the
sites of ancient cities and villages, &c. The work is
pursued chiefly by scholars, antiquaries, investigators,
professors in colleges and universities, and it requires
a good deal of scholarship to be admitted to the School
at all. It is therefore no little honor to be elected t o
so exclusive a circle.

The subject of Geography should receive much
more careful consideration on the part of teachers
than it does. The writer has met many students who
have gone through our public schools who could
hardly use a map intelligently, much less did they
possess an intelligent idea of the general geography
of the world. The earth is our home, and it is to our
best interest to know as much about it as possible. It
is the place where our ancestors have lived and worked
out the problem of their destiny. Without an ade
quate knowledge of geography much that is rich in
history and literature and travel becomes confnsing
.and meaningless. Therefore if the subject of geogra
phy is not taught correctly the pupil may be much
handicapped in his pursuit of knowledge, if it does
not result in an utter lack of curiosity to learn further
because his ideas of the earth and human affairs, gen
erally, are about as small as the knowledge of geogra
phy he secured while in school. There is perhaps no
study that is so conducive to further reading and
study as geography when it is taught correctly. It is
_a powerfai agent in awakening the curiosity and
observation of the student. It broadens him because
he is enabled to see things far outside his narrow
realm and experience.
There is also no subject that is so comprehensive as
geography, for it touches every other branch of learn
ing at a vital point. Every bit of human activity has
its geographical element, for whatever we do, we do it
somewhere on the earth. Then, when we consider
the vast influence that geographical conditions have
exerted on the various problems of human and animal
life, and on the adjustment of the different social and
political conditions of humanity, the subject of
geography assumes very large proportions,-much
larger than we seem to bear in mind sometimes when
we are teaching the subject.
The facilities for teaching geography in our land
.are especially good. A number of excellent geogra
phical magazines are published, at a nominal sub
scription price, which are of exceeding value to the
eacher. Maps of great variety may also be had of
various publishers. The United States Geological
Survey publishes many maps of exceeding value that
may be either had for the asking, or at a very small
rice. Many of these atlases are profusely illus
trated. A number of the States have Surveys that
publish splended maps of their respective States that
may be had at an exceedingly small sum. The num
ber of helps along this line are almost innumerable,
but very few of our teachers know of the existance
f such things and are consequently entirely ignorant
of their value. It is to be hoped that we will awaken
long these lines and henceforth make better use of
ur opportunities.
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The spring term begins Thursday, March 7th.
The Teachers' Normal, which runs the last ten
weeks of the spring term, will begin on Wednesday,
March 27th.
If you are interested in the Normal, write for
special circular. We have an exceedingly attractive
offer to make you.
Mr. P. 0. Cline, a former student of the College,
but now in business in Waynesboro, Va., paid a short
visit to Bridgewater recently.
Mrs. J. F. Harper, who has been visiting her brother
Prof. Justus H. Cline, for several weeks, returned to
her home in Waynesboro, Va., on February 2nd.
Prof. Jno. C. Myers and Mr. Geo. W. Flory will
go to the University of Virginia on the 8th to attend
the convention of the College Y. M. C. A. that con
venes there.
Among the visitors at the College during the Bible
Institute were Mr. and Mrs Jeremiah Wakeman, of
Fisher's Hill, Va. Unfortunately, Mrs. Wakeman
took sick immediately on arriving and was not able
to leave her bed for more than a week. We are sorry
her visit was thus spoiled, but trust she will come
again when her stay will be more pleasant.
Because of the growth of the school this session
another teacher has been needed for the Academic
Department. To supply this need Miss Rebecca
C. Skeggs, of Roanoke, Va., has been added to the
teaching force as assistant in English. She is a gradu
ate of the National Business College and has had
considerable experience in teaching. Her work is
meeting with excellent satisfaction.
Eld. S. N. McCann, so well known to many
friends of the College, and who has been a mission
ary in India for nine years, has left. India with his
family and is now on his way to America. He comes
by way of China and Japan, which countries he will
visit en route. He will land in San Francisco some
time in the spring.

President Yount Abroad.

The Teaching of Geography.

Prof. W. B. Yount is now upon his foreign travels.
He left Bridgewater on Wednesday morning, January
9th, and sailed from New York the following day at
2 o'clock p. m. After being out ten days he sent a
telegram to the College stating that he was well and
getting on nicely. This was sent on Sunday morning,
the 20th, when he was just off Gibaltar, and it reached
the College the same evening. He was then within
two days' sail of Naples, his first stopping place. He
stood the ocean voyage without sea-sickness or incon
venience of any kind, and found plenty of congenial
company on board.
After a stay of about a week in Italy he took ship
ing for Egypt. He landed at Alexandria, and, after
visiting the pyramids, proceeded as far south as Cairo.
By the time COLLEGE LIFE reaches its readers he will
in all probability be in the neighborhood of that
ancient city. After about three weeks in Egypt he
will go to Palestine. He expects to reach Jerusalem
the last week in February. Here the real purpose of
his travels will begin.
Early in the fall he was elected a member of the
American School in Palestine, and t� pursue some
original work in this institution is the main purpose
of his being abroad. The work of this school is
entirely original and consists of explorations, excava
tions, copying of inscriptions, investigation of the
sites of ancient cities and villages, &c. The work is
pursued chiefly by scholars, antiquaries, investigators,
professors in colleges and universities, and it requires
a good deal of scholarship to be admitted to the School
at all. It is therefore no little honor to be elected t o
so exclusive a circle.

The subject of Geography should receive much
more careful consideration on the part of teachers
(han it does. The writer has met many students who
have gone through our public schools who could
hardly use a map intelligently, much less did they
possess an intelligent idea of the general geography
of the world. The earth is our home, and it is to our
best interest to know as much about it as possible. It
is the place where our ancestors have lived and worked
ont the problem of their destiny. Without an ade
quate knowledge of geography much that is rich in
istory and literature and travel becomes confnsing
and meaningless. Therefore if the subject of geogra
phy is not taught correctly the pupil may be much
handicapped in his pursuit of knowledge, if it does
not result in an utter lack of curiosity to learn further
because his ideas of the earth and human affairs, gen
erally, are about as small as the knowledge of geogra
phy he secured while in school. There is perhaps no
study that is so conducive to further reading and
study as geography when it is taught correctly. It is
a powerfai agent in awakening the curiosity and
observation of the student. It broadens him because
he is enabled to see things far outside his narrow
realm and experience.
There is also no subject that is so comprehensive as
geography, for it touches every other branch of learn
ing at a vital point. Every bit of human activity has
its geographical element, for whatever we do, we do it
somewhere on the earth. Then, when we consider
the vast inflnence that geographical conditions have
exerted on the various problems of human and animal
life, and on the adjustment of the different social and
political conditions of humanity, the subject of
geography assumes very large proportions,-much
larger than we seem to bear in mind sometimes when
we are teaching the subject.
The facilities for teaching geography in our land
are especially good. A number of excellent geogra
phical magazines are published, at a nominal sub
scription price, which are of exceeding value to the
teacher. Maps of great variety may also be had of
.various publishers. The United States Geological
Survey publishes many maps of exceeding value that
.tnay be either had for the asking, or at a very small
rice. Many of these atlases are profusely illusrated. A number of the States have Surveys that
ublish splended maps of their respective States that
ay be had at an exceedingly small sum. The num
er of helps along this line are almost innumerable,
ut very few of our teachers know of the existance
f such things and are consequently entirely ignorant
f their value. It is to be hoped that we will awaken
long these lines and henceforth make better use of
ur opportunities.
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The Public Schools of Virginia.
The public school system of Virginia is just now
undergoing a remarkable transformation. Within the
last two years more real progress has been made per
haps in developing the public schools and promoting
the cause of popular education in this Old Common
wealth than was done in many years before that.
New ideals have been set for the work, and a new
spirit has been infused into its management.
The present Superintendent of Public Instruction,
aided by a corps of able assistants, is shaping a liberal
educational po1icy for the State, and it is his ambition
to place the public schools of Virginia on a level with
the best of their kind in this country. There will be
many difficulties to overcome, it is true, before this
can be accomplished, but it is not impossible, and
with the kind of men now at the helm wonders can
be done in a short time. To indicate the possibilities
we need only call attention to what has already
been accomplished in the way of progress, and yet the
work is scarcely well begun.
Thi, development shows itself first in an effort to
raise the standard of the public schools. Raising the
standard means better prepared teachers. Along with
this elevation of standards will come increase in
salaries and longer terms of school. But not every
thing can be done at once, and the thing most press
ing just now is getting the standard up. The teacher
who does not keep up with the rapid march in this
development will be dropped out of the race, but those
that do will be the ones to reap the benefits of the in
creased salaries and longer terms, which will come a
little later. Consequently there has never been a
time in the history of the public school system of
Virginia when it was so important to prepare
thoroughly for examinations as it is just now. Never
before has there been so much at stake. Those who
lose in the race now will have lost probably for all
ti.me. Those who keep pace with the development
and take their pfoces in the new order of things will
be to a large extent provided for henceforth.
For the convenience of teachers and others we give
in this connection the requirements for certificates of
the different grades.
No. r CERTIFICATE.-The subjects required are
Orthography (including Punctuation), Reading, Writ
ing, Arithmetic (including Business Forms), Gram
mar, Geography, United States History, History of
Virginia, Civil Government (including the govern
ment of Virginia), Drawing, Theory and Practice of
Teaching, Physiology and Hygiene, Elementary
Algebra, and one branch of Science, either Physical
Geography, Elementary Physics, or Elementary Agri
culture, and one division of History, either general
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or English. The applicant must be at least nineteen
years of age and must make an average of 85 per cent.
on these subjects, and must not fall below 70 per cent.
on any of them.
No. 2 CERTIFICATF:.-The required subjects are
Orthography (including Punctuation), Reading, Writ
ing, Arithmetic (including Business Forms), Gram
mar, Geography, History of the United States, His
tory of Virginia, Civil Government (including the
government of Virginia), Drawing, Theory and Prac
tice of Teaching, and Physiology and Hygiene. The
applicant must be at least eighteen years old and must
make an average of 75 per cent. on these subjects, and
must not fall below 60 per cent. on any subject.
No. 3 CERTIFICATE.-The required subjects are
the same as those required for No. 2 certificate, with
the omission of Drawing. The applicant for this cer
tificate must be not less than eighteen years of age,
must make an average of 65 per cent. on these sub
jects, and must not fall below 60 per cent. on any one
of them.
These requirements will be raised doubtless as the
system develops. The young man and young woman
who gets into line now and keeps pace with the pro. gress will before long find himself or herself in a good
position, at a fair salary, for a term of eight or nine
months in the year. This is what the Department is
working to, and those who prepare best are the ones
who will get the best positions and the best salai;ies.
The system bids fair to be raised to a standard where
the position of the public school teacher will be one of
dignity as well as importance, and where teaching
can be made a profession and provide not only the
bare necessities but also the comforts of life. Better
days are not far off for the public school teachers of
Virginia. We hail the time when they shall arrive.
O<::>O

Special Lectures for Teachers' Normal.
The College management are leaving nothing unat
tempted to make the Teachers' Normal this spring
the best possible. They are preparing tor a large
attendance and are doing everything in their power
to make the stay of the teachers both pleasant and
profitable. The best of instruction is being provided
for them in separate classes, and in addition the
College is arranging a course of lectures for the spring
term which will be of special interest to teachers.
Among those who will appear on this course are Hon.
J. D. Eggleston, Superintendent of Public Instruction;
Charles G. Maphis, Inspector and Examiner of the
Fifth Circuit of Virginia; Prof. George H. Hulvey,
Superintendent of Rockingham county, and Prof.
Ormond Stone, of the University of Virginia. There
will also be other special attractions, of which notice
will be given from time to time.
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The Public Schools of Virginia.

The public school system of Virginia is just now
undergoing a remarkable transformation. Within the
last two years more real progress has been made per
haps in developing the public schools and· promoting
the cause of popular education in this Old Common-.
wealth than was done in many years before that.
New ideals have been set for the work, and a new
spirit has been infused into its management.
The present Superintendent of Public Instruction,
aided by a corps of able assistants, is shaping a liberal
educational po1icy for the State, and it is· his ambition
to place the public schools of Virginia on a level. with
the best of their kind in this country. There will be
many difficulties to overcome, it is true, before this
can be accomplished, but it is not impossible, and
with the kind of men now at the helm wonders can
be done in a short time. To indicate the possibilities
we need only call attention to what has already
been accomplished in the way of progress, and yet the
work is scarcely well begun.
Thi, development shows itself first in an effort to
raise the standard of the public schools. Raising the
standard means better prepared teachers. Along with
this elevation of standards will come increase in
salaries and longer terms of school. But not every
thing can be done at on.::e, and the thing most press
ing just now is getting the standard up. The teacher
who does not keep up with the rapid march in this
development will be dropped out of the race, but those
that do will be the ones to reap the benefits of the in
creased salaries and longer terms, which will come a
little later. Consequently there has never heen a
time in the history of the public school system of
Virginia when it was so important to prepare
thoroughly for examinations as it is just now. Never
before has there been so much at stake. Those who
lose in the race now will have lost probably for all
time. Those who keep pace with the development
and take their pfaces in the new order of things will
be to a large extent provided for henceforth.
For the convenience of teachers and others we give
in this connection the requirements for certificates of
the different grades.
No. r CERTIFICATE.-The subjects required are
Orthography (including Punctuation), Reading, Writ
ing, Arithmetic (including Business Forms), Gram
mar, Geography, United States History, History of
Virginia, Civil Government (including the govern
ment of Virginia), Drawing, Theory and Practice of
Teaching, Physiology and Hygiene, Elementary
Algebra, and one branch of Science, either Physical
Geography, Elementary Physics, or Elementary Agri
culture, and one division of History, either general
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or English. The applicant must be at least nineteen
years of age and must make an average of 85 per cent.
on these subjects, and must not fall below 70 per cent.
on any of them.
No. 2 CERTIFICATE.-The required subjects are
Orthography (including Punctuation), Reading, Writ
ing, Arithmetic (including Business Forms), Gram
mar, Geography, History of the United States, His�
tory of Virginia, Civil Government (including the
government of Virginia), Drawing, Theory and Prac
tice of Teaching, and Physiology and Hygiene. The
applicant must be at least eighteen years old and must
make an average of 75 per cent. on these subjects, and
must not fall below 60 per cent. on any subject.
No. 3 CERTIFICATE.-The required subjects are
the same as those required for No. 2 certificate, with
the omission of Drawing. The applicant for this cer
tificate must be not less than eighteen years of age,•
must make an average of 65 per cent. on these sub
jects, and must not fall below 60 per cent. on any one
of them.
These requirements will be raised doubtless as the
system develops. The young man and young woma
who gets into line now and keeps pace with the pro
· gress will before long find himself or herself in a goo
position, at a fair salary, for a term of eight or nin
months in the year. This is what the Department i
working to, and those who prepare best are the ones
who will get the best positions and the best salar,ies.
The system bids fair to be raised to a standard where
the position of the public school teacher will be one of
dignity as well as importance, and where teaching
can be made a profession and provide not only th�
bare necessities but also the comforts of life. Better.
days are not far off for the public school teachers of
Virginia. We hail the time when they shall arrive.
O<:::>O

Special Lectures for Teachers' Normal.
The College management are leaving nothing unat
tempted to make the Teachers' Normal this spring
the best possible. They are preparing for a large
attendance and are doing everything in their power
to make the stay of the teachers both pleasant and.
profitable. The best of instruction is being provided,
for them in separate classes, and in addition the
College is arranging a course of lectures for the spring
term which will be of special interest to teachers.
Among those who will appear on this course are Hon.
J. D. Eggleston, Superintendent of Public Instruction;
Charles G. Maphis, Inspector and Examiner of the
Fifth Circuit of Virginia; Prof. George H. Hulvey,
Superintendent of Rockingham county, and Prof.
Ormond Stone, of the University of Virginia. There
will also be other special attractions, of which notice
will be given from time to time.
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FACULTY.
WALTER B. YOUNT, Ph. B., President.
Two years' graduate work. Illinois Wesleyan University,
Normal School of Elocution and Oratory,
University of Virginia
On a year's leave of absence for study in the
American School in Palestine.
JOHN 8. FLORY, B. Lit., B. A., Acting President.
'l'hree years' graduate work. Mt. Morris College, Bridge
water College, Ohio Northern University,
University of Virginia
English Language and Literature.
JOHN C. MYERS, B. A., Secretary.
Two years' graduate work Bridgewater College, University
of Virginia.
Mathematics and Chemistry.
JUSTUS H. CLINE, B. A., Libarian.
One year's graduate work. Bridgewater College, University
of Michi gan, Northwestern University.
Old Testament and Geology.
OTHO w. THOMAS, B. E.
Bridgewater College; Pierce School, Philadelphia; Zanerian
Art College, Columbus, Ohio
Commercial Department.
CHARLES WILLIAM ROLLER.
Bridgewater College; Peabody Institute, Baltimore; Moody
Institute, Chicago; Student of D. vV.
Clippinger, Chica go.
Voice Culture, Chorus, Harmony.
GRACE LEE BERLIN.
Mary Baldwin Seminary.
Piano and Organ.
WILLIAM I. T. HOOVER, A. B., A. M.
Mt Morris College, Wittenburg College, DepauwUniversity.
History, Pilosophy, New Testament.
ALLEN B. BICKNELL, A. B.' A. M.. Ph. D.
Brown University.
Latin, Greek, German.
JOHN M. COFFMAN, A. B.
Bridgewater College
English :1nd Physics.
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JAMES H. MORRIS.
Manchester College, Valparaiso University.
Mathematics.
M. KATE COFFMAN, B. E.
Bridgewater College.
English Language.
CRISSIE M. HEDDINGS.
Prince William Normal School.
Assistant in Preparatory Department.
LAURA EMSWILER.
Bridgewater College.
Harmony, Piano, Organ.
REBECCA C. SKEGGS
National Business College.
Assistant in English.
JERRY M. HENRY.
Assistant Librarian.
FRED P. MYERS.
Assistant Librarian.
MRS. KATE COFFMAN.
Matron.
DAVID LITTLE.
Steward.

EQUIPMENT.
Five Large Buildings with total frontage of
feet, in campus of ten acres.
Bu,ildings Heated by Steam-Hot and cold water.
College BLu'.ldings Lighted by Electricity.
Library of 6,000 Volwnes.
Laberatories Newly Supplied with Apparatus.
New JJ1usical I111,trwnent.s including Stieff Grand
Concert Piano.
Be.st Equipped Commercial Room in the Valley
One of the Finest Athletic Fields in the State.

W. H. SIPE COMPANY

Generral l\/Ierrehants
We Carry a Large and Varied Stock of Stationery and
School Supplies, Men's Furnishings, Shoes, Hats,
Trunks, Valises and Telescopes, Dry Goods and Notions,
Furniture, Hard ware, Carpet, Matting, Stoves.
P�ICES uOW.
2URI..tITY GOOD.
BRIDGEWATER, VIRGINIA.
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"We musr educate, we must educate,"-Beecher.

Vol. VIII.

Bridgewater, Virginia, June 20, 1907.

A NEW GYMNASIUM.
Better facilities for physical culture has been one
of the pressing needs of the College for a long time.
It now seems that this need is soon to be supplied.
A few years ago when there was a similar need of an
athletic field the Athletic Association and the stu
dent body took hold of the matter and the field was
purchased and fenced in a surprisingly short time.
Now we have one of the best athletic fields in the
State and for it we are indebted to the student body.
The accompanying cut shows the field from the
third story of Founders' Hall. The scale is too small
to give more than a general impression, but it will be
observed that it lies
nearly level, is well
equipped and enclos
ed. The field con
tains three acres and
the amount of good
it has done in the de
velopment of physical
strength and the pro
motion of social and
moral culture cannot
be estimated in dollars
and cents.
But it is only dur
ing the fall and spring
that the field can be
used. All through
the winter months
there is absolutely no means for the students to exer
cise except to walk on the wet and sloshy streets. As
a result exercise is neglected and there is more or less
sickness. These conditions make a gymnasium a
positive necessity. At present there is a great amount
of enthusiasm among the students for a gynmasium.
Although it will cost more mo:1ey than did the field,
yet the need is so keenly felt that the students have
taken upon themselves the entire financial responsi
bility of securing funds for the erection of the build-.
ing, trusting in the alumni and friends of the institu-
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tion for encouragement and aid. When we consider
that this is an entirely voluntary act on their part,
we cannot but be impressed with the almost un
paralleled devotion and concern of these young men
and women for their Alma Mater.
In onr day the training of the body and the caTe
of the physical health and strength is, in educational
work, second only to mental training. But this was
not always so regarded. Some of us are not too
young to 1emember the clay when college graduates
were as likely to emerge from academic walls with
health impaired and nerves racked as otherwise.
The too constant insistance upon a close application
to books without
proper care for the
physical strength has
resulted in sending
many a well-trained
mind through t h e
world housed in a
weak and sickly body.
The exercise nec
essary to keep up the
p h ys i c a l stren g t h
should be a s regular
and systematic as
class work, meals or
hours for sleeping. A
gymnasium is a lab
oratory, as necessary
for the development
of bodily strength as is a laboratory for instruction in
the physical sciences. We mnst act on this idea if
we are to estimate a gymnasium at its true worth.
The score or more of voluntary solicitors are
to report at an early date, and it is expected that
work vvill begin on the building by August. At the
time of this writing some of the solicitors have al
ready raised more than their apportioned amounts,
and there is no doubt that the building will be easily
secured if the vrnrk of soliciting continues to be push
ed. In the next issue of COLLEGE LIFE we hope to
give a cut of the new Gynmasium.

